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Important to Remember   

 The information provided in this presentation is for 
informational purposes only. Information is provided for 
reference only and is not intended to provide billing, 
coding, reimbursement or legal advice. 

 
 Laws, regulations, and policies concerning reimbursement 

are complex and are updated frequently and should be 
verified by the user. Please consult your legal counsel or 
reimbursement specialist for any reimbursement or billing 
questions.  

 
 You are responsible for ensuring that you appropriately and 

correctly bill and code for any services for which you seek 
payment. Oplinc does not guarantee the timeliness or 
appropriateness of the information contained herein for 
your particular use. 
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What is ICD-10? 

ICD -10 -CM   

(Clinical Modification) 
 

The diagnosis code set that will 
replace ICD-9-CM Volumes 1 & 2  

ÁWill be used by all providers in 
every health care setting 

ÁCPT/HCPCS will still be used for 
outpatient and physician office 
procedures 

 

ICD -10 -PCS  

(Procedure Coding System) 

 
The code set of hospital inpatient 
procedures that will replace ICD-
9-CM Volume 3 
 

ICD-10 (International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision)  
Two Components: 
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Overview of ICD-10 Legislation 

ÁAugust 15, 2008 -  Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) published proposed rule to replace ICD-9 
with ICD-10 

ÁJanuary 2009, HHS published the final rule for adoption of 
ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS, setting a compliance date of 
October 1, 2013 (rather than the proposed date of October 
1, 2011). 

ÁApril 2012, HHS released a proposed rule that called for a 
1-year delay for the ICD-10 compliance date from October 
1, 2013 to October 1, 2014. 

ÁApril 1, 2014 the President signed the bill,  Protecting 
Access to Medicare Act of 2014 into law, which mandates 
that ICD-10 cannot be implemented before October 1, 
2015.  
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ICD-10 Final Rule 

ÁOn August 4, 2014 the Health and Human Services 
Department (HHS) issued the ICD-10 Final Rule 
setting the implementation date to October 1, 2015.  

ÁCovered entities including health care providers, 
health plans and health care clearinghouses  must 
transition from ICD-9 to ICD-10 for dates of service on 
or after October 1, 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-08-04/pdf/2014 -18347.pdf  
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WEDI (Workgroup for Electronic Data 
Interchange) 

ÁWEDI is responsible to ascertain and report ICD-10 
readiness.  

ÁWEDI was supportive of the most recent delay because the 
industry ñhad not gained sufficient groundò to insure that 
payers, providers, clearinghouses and IT vendors would be 
ready by the previous October 1, 2014 deadline. 

ÁOn the day the Senate was set to vote on the bill that 
included the ICD-10 delay, WEDI issued a statement in 
support of the delay stating that the delay, ñwill help avoid 
potential disruptions in the healthcare system by allowing 
all affected entities more time to complete the necessary 
work and conduct extensive testing.ò 
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WEDI ï August 2014 Readiness Survey  

Á Vendor product development: About 40% of vendors said they are complete with 
product development. This is an improvement over the October 2013 survey.  

Á Vendor product availability: More than 25% of vendors responded that their 
products would not be ready until 2015 or responded óunknown.ô    

ÁHealth plan impact assessments: Nearly 75% of health plans had completed their 
impact assessment. 

ÁHealth plan testing: More than 50% of health plans have already begun external 
testing compared to less than 25% in the prior survey.  

Á Provider impact assessments: About 50% of the providers indicated they have 
completed their impact assessmentðessentially the same number as in the 
October 2013 survey. 

Á Provider testing: About 35% of providers have begun external testing, while in 
the October 2013 survey about 60% had expected to begin by the middle of 
2014. 

Á External testing approach: About 60% of health plans expect to test with a 
sample of providers, while about 20% indicated they will test with a majority of 
providers. 

www.wedi.org/news/press-releases/2014/09/25/Results-from-WEDI-ICD-10-Industry -Readiness-Survey-Released#sthash.W1DVsYnH.dpuf  
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Progress by Providers is a Concern 

ñBased on the survey results, all industry segments appear to have 
made some progress since October 2013, but the lack of progress 
by providers, in particular smaller ones, remains a cause for 
concern as we move toward the compliance deadline,ò said Jim 
Daley, WEDI chairman and ICD-10 Workgroup co-chair.  

 

ñDelaying compliance efforts reduces the time available for 
adequate testing, increasing the chances of unanticipated impacts 
to production. We urge the industry to accelerate implementation 
efforts in order to avoid disruption on Oct. 1, 2015. ò 

www.wedi.org  

http://www.wedi.org
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Will There Be Another Delay? 

ÁThe Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (PAMA) ends 
March 31, if there is another temporary sustainable growth rate 
(SGR) fix will it include another provision to delay ICD-10 
implementation? 

 

ÁThe American Medical Association (AMA) remains opposed to 
ICD-10 implementation ï but other groups are pushing for 
implementation in 2015.  
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ñCoalition for ICD-10ò Urges Congress Not to 
Further Delay Implementation 

ÁAdvaMed 

ÁAltegra Health 
Americaôs Health Insurance Plans 
(AHIP) 

ÁAmerican Health Information 
Management Association (AHIMA)  

ÁBlueCross BlueShield Association 

ÁCollege of Healthcare Information 
Management Executives (CHIME)  

ÁHealthcare Financial Management 
Association 

ÁHealth IT Now 

 

ÁInspira Health Network 

ÁLeidos Health (formerly SAIC) 

ÁMedical Device Manufacturers 
Association (MDMA) 

ÁMedtronic, Inc. 

ÁProfessional Association of Health 
Care Office Management 
(PAHCOM)  

Á3M 

ÁWellPoint  

 

http://coalitionforicd10.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/coalition-for-icd10-letter-november-12-2014.pdf 
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ICD-10 Testing 

ÁThere are 2 types of ICD-10 testing:  
 

ÅAcknowledgment testing is open to everyone without 
registration. This is a test to show that your claim is formatted 
properly with ICD-10 codes and will be accepted by the 
system. It goes through the front-end process and you will 
receive acknowledgment that your claim was accepted.  
 

ÅEnd-to-end testing, requires registration to be a volunteer and 
then a limited number of volunteers are chosen to participate 
in those particular testing periods. This testing allows the claim 
to go all the way through the system and you receive an 
electronic remittance advice at the end.  
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Acknowledgement Testing  

First testing week: Nov. 17-21, 2014 

Second testing week: March 2-6, 2015 

Third testing week: June 1-5, 2015 

 

ÅTest claims with ICD-10 codes must be submitted with current dates of service 
since testing does not support future dates of service.  

ÅClaims will be subject to existing NPI validation edits.  

ÅMACs and CEDI will be staffed to handle increased call volume during this 
week.  

ÅTest claims will receive the 277CA or 999 acknowledgement as appropriate, to 
confirm that the claim was accepted or rejected by Medicare.  

ÅTest claims will be subject to all existing EDI front -end edits, including 
Submitter authentication and NPI validation.  

ÅTesting will not confirm claim payment or produce a remittance advice.  
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Medicare End-to-End Testing 

ÁA sample group of providers will have the opportunity to 
participate in ICD-10 end-to-end testing with Medicare 
Administrative Contractors (MACs) and the Common Electronic 
Data Interchange (CEDI) contractor. The goal of end -to-end 
testing is to demonstrate that:   

ÅProviders and submitters are able to successfully submit claims 
containing ICD-10 codes to the Medicare FFS claims systems 

ÅCMS software changes made to support ICD-10 result in appropriately 
adjudicated claims 

ÅAccurate Remittance Advices are produced 

ÁTo participate in end-to-end testing with Medicare the claims need to be 
dated on or after October 1, 2015 in order to go through the system 
edits for ICD-10 codes. 

ÁLocal and national policy edits that are diagnosis related will be in place. 
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CMS ICD-10 Timeline  

www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/NPC/Downloads/2014-11-05-ICD10-Presentation.pdf  
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Where Can I Access ICD-10 Codes? 



www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/ 
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ICD-10- CM Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

ÁICD-10-CM code book has the same format and 
structure:  

ÅAlphabetic Index   

ÅTabular List 

ÅNeoplasm Table 

ÁProcess of coding is the same: 

ÅLook up a condition in the Alphabetic Index 

ÅConfirm the code in the Tabular List 
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ICD-10- CM Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

ÁNonspecific codes (ñunspecifiedò or ñnot otherwise 
specifiedò ) are available for use when detailed 
documentation to support more specific code is not 
available. 

ÁCodes are invalid if they are missing an applicable 
character. 

ÁICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and 
Reporting accompany the ICD-10-CM conventions and 
instructions.  
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ICD-10-CM for Oncology 

ÁProvides codes for reporting neoplasm sites with 
greater precision. 

ÅIn some instances, provides greater detail on the 
type of neoplasm for malignant neoplasms and for 
benign and other histologic behaviors. 

ÁChapter 2 in ICD-9-CM contains approx. 960 
codes and Chapter 2 in ICD-10-CM contains more 
than 1,540 codes. 
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Differences in ICD-10-CM - Anemia 

ICD -9-CM sequencing guideline 
for anemia associated with 

malignancy  

 

ICD -10 -CM sequencing guideline 
for anemia associated with 

malignancy  

 
When admission/encounter is for 
management of an anemia associated 
with the malignancy, and the 
treatment is only for anemia, the 
appropriate code for the malignancy 
is sequenced as the principal or first-
listed diagnosis followed by the 
appropriate code for the anemia 
(such as D63.0, Anemia in neoplastic 
disease). 
 

When admission/encounter is for 
management of an anemia associated 
with the malignancy, and the 
treatment is only for anemia , the 
appropriate code for the anemia 
(such as 285.22 Anemia in neoplastic 
disease) is sequenced as the principal 
or first -listed diagnosis followed by 
the appropriate code for the 
malignancy  
 

www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/icd10cm_guidelines_2014.pdf 
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Significant Changes 

ÁThe entries in the ICD-10-CM tabular and index for 
lymphoma and leukemia differ significantly from those 
in ICD-9-CM.  

ÁThe increased code specificity for follicular lymphomas 
(Code category C82) includes identification of the 
grade. 

ÁReview the entries under the main terms lymphoma 
and leukemia in the ICD-10-CM Index to Diseases and 
Injuries and compare them to the entries found under 
the same terms in ICD-9-CM. 
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Follicular Lymphoma C82 

ÁThere are 9 subcategories (C82.0 ïC82.9) and 10 codes for each 
sub-type, specifying the affected lymph node region or 
extranodal region: 

ÅFollicular lymphoma grade I 

ÅFollicular lymphoma grade II  

ÅFollicular lymphoma grade III, unspecified   

ÅFollicular lymphoma grade IIIa  

ÅFollicular lymphoma grade IIIb   

ÅDiffuse follicle center lymphoma  

ÅCutaneous follicle center lymphoma  

ÅOther types of follicular lymphoma 

ÅFollicular lymphoma, unspecified 
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Lymphoid Leukemia C91 

ÁThere are new groups of ICD-10 codes available for 
distinguishing between lymphoblastic leukemias. The sub-types 
are listed below, there are three codes for each sub-type, 
specifying whether the disease is active, in remission, or in 
relapse. 

ÅAcute lymphoblastic leukemia 

ÅChronic lymphocytic leukemia of B-cell type 

ÅProlymphocytic leukemia of B-cell type 

ÅHairy cell leukemia  

ÅAdult T-cell lymphoma/leukemia (HTLV-1-associated)  

ÅProlymphocytic leukemia of T-cell type  

ÅMature B-cell leukemia Burkitt-type 

ÅOther lymphoid leukemia  

ÅLymphoid leukemia, unspecified 
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ASH Resources 
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Unspecified Diagnosis Codes 

ÁIf a definitive diagnosis has not been established by the end of the 
encounter, it is appropriate to report codes for sign(s) and/or 
symptom(s) in lieu of a definitive diagnosis.  

ÁWhen sufficient clinical information isnôt known or available about a 
particular health condition to assign a more specific code, it is 
acceptable to report the appropriate ñunspecifiedò code (e.g., a 
diagnosis of pneumonia has been determined, but not the specific type) . 

ÁIn fact, unspecified codes should be reported when they are the codes 
that most accurately reflect what is known about the patientôs condition 
at the time of that particular encounter . It would be inappropriate to 
select a specific code that is not supported by the medical record 
documentation or to conduct medically unnecessary diagnostic testing in 
order to determine a more specific code. 
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Breast Cancer Example with Laterality 

C 0 9 5 

Malignant Neoplasm  
of Breast  

 
Of Unspecified site  

 
 

Female  
 

1 

Right breast  
 

1 
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Breast Cancer Example Documentation  

ÁDocumentation must include: 

ÅLaterality, location, code to identify estrogen receptor 
status (if known)  

Example: 

Mrs. Smith is here for a follow-up on her breast cancer. She 
has been diagnosed with malignant cancer in the central 
portion of her left breast. She  has a negative estrogen 
receptor status. 

 C50.112 Malignant neoplasm of central portion of the left 
female breast 

 Z17.1 Estrogen receptor negative status (ER-) 
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Be Aware 

ÁCMS & other payers will have to convert 
specific payment & coverage policies to 
ICD-10 codes 
ÅLCDs 

ÅNCDs 

ÅMedical Policies 

ÁRemember, not always a 1:1 crosswalk 

ÁErrors may occur during transition 
process 



Review National Coverage Determination (NCD)  
ICD-9 to ICD-10 Conversion  

www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/indexes/ncd-alphabetical-index.aspx  
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